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FINCO Reads

Developed byCommissioned by

The FINCO Reads modules have been 

created to accompany the Malaysian school 

curriculum in support of English teachers in 

their classrooms.

The modules have been commissioned by 

FINCO and developed by MYReaders with the 

support of amazing teachers within Malaysia’s 

public school system.

This Student Workbook was designed to 

accompany the corresponding Teacher Guide. 

These books present complete lesson plans 

and resources for teachers and students in 

their English reading journey.
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About FINCO

The Financial Industry Collective Outreach (FINCO) is a 

collaborative initiative pioneered by the financial institutions 
in Malaysia with the support of Bank Negara Malaysia to 

empower and inspire underprivileged children throughout 

the country. With 107 financial institutions and 7 financial 
industry associations, FINCO is the largest collective impact 

initiative in Malaysia.

About FINCO Reads

FINCO Reads is a programme designed to increase English 

proficiency among schoolchildren.  The FINCO Reads’ 
Teacher Guides and Student Workbooks are a component 

of this programme and are designed to accompany the 

Malaysian public school curriculum.
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Lesson 1

Today, I will be able to know about:

i) Words that sound the same (Homophones)

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Our 
Community
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Part C. Understand.

1. What fruits do the father buy at the market? _______________       

 

2. Who do the parents buy the shoes for? _______________

3. What word means the same as ‘father and mother’? _______________

4. What word means the same as ‘brothers and sisters’?  ______________

Level 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct word.

See how your teacher answers this question. 

e.g. My father buys one                                      of socks.

My father buys fruits at the market. My father 

buys some bananas at the market. He buys some 

pears at the market.

My father and mother buy groceries at the 

supermarket. My parents buy food at the 

supermarket for my brother, my sister, and I. 

They buy food for my siblings and I.

My parents buy two pairs of shoes for my sister 

at the supermarket. My parents buy three pairs 

of socks for my brother at the supermarket. My 

parents buy two pairs of shoes, three pairs of 

socks and four pears at the supermarket for my 

siblings and I.

Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

pair pear
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Now, you try.

1. Mother buys one                                     of shoes. 

2. I like to eat                                     s.

3. Apples and                                     s are fruits.

4. I put one T-shirt, a                                       of socks and a cap in my 

 bag.

Level 2: Read the sentences. Write  for correct sentences or  for 

wrong sentences. Circle the wrong word.

1. The son is in the sky.  

2. Mother buys some bananas, oranges and pears. 

3. My teacher’s sun likes to eat fruits.

4. My sister has a pair of socks and a pear of shoes.

Level 3: Read the text. Circle three wrong words. Write the correct 

word above the wrong word.

Today, the son is bright. I go to the supermarket with my friends. I see a 

pear of socks I like at the supermarket. I buy the pair of socks. I buy a pear 

of shoes too. 

Today, I learned about words that sound the same.
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Lesson 2

Today, I will be able to learn about words:

i) Words that sound the same (Homophones) 

ii) Words that look the same (Homographs)

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Our 
Community
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Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

My uncle is a farmer. A farmer works on a farm. 

My neighbour is a fisherman. A fisherman 
works at sea. My neighbour sells fish at 
the market. My father buys fish from the 
market. My father buys five fish for my 
friends and I. He cooks four fish for my  
friends. He cooks one fish for me.

Every day, the children study and read books at the 

library. Yesterday, the children read four books. Today, 

they will read five books. Then, they will play at the park.

Part C. Understand.

1. Where does a fisherman work?                                    

2. What do people do at the library?                                    

3. How many books have you read today?                                     

Activity: Read the text again. Circle two words that sound the same 

(Homophones). Circle two words that look the same but sound different 

(Homographs).

Level 1: Fill in the blank with the correct word.

four for read

See how your teacher answers this question.

e.g. I have                                     friends. 
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Now, you try.

1. Yesterday, I                                     a book.

2. My mother buys a book                                     me.  

3. My friend has three pencils, and I have                                     pencils. 

Level 2: Read the sentences. Write  for correct sentences or  for wrong 

sentences. Circle the wrong word.

1. I by some books.

2. The books were read by my mother. 

3. I buy pens at the book store. 

4. My mother byes a pair of shoes.  

5. I said bye to my friend. 

Level 3: Read the text. Circle three wrong words. Write the correct word 

above wrong word.

My mother and I go to the book store. I see a book that I like at the book 

store. My mother byes the book four me. She buys a pen and pencil too. 

The book is a gift buy my mother.

Level 4: In your exercise book, write one sentence for each word you 

learned today.

Today, I learned about words that sound the same and words that 
look the same.
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Lesson 3

Today, I will be able to know about:

i) Words that sound the same (Homophones) 

ii) Words that look the same (Homographs)

Part A. Find a friend. Tell them two examples of good values and bad values. 

Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

Dialogue 1

Sara’s family is at the dinner table. 

Mother: Today I saw a woman who sells vegetables at 

     the market. I think she is a dishonest woman.

Sara:     How do you know she is dishonest, Mom? 

Mother: She lies to people. She cheats people too. 

              Many of our neighbours and friends have seen this.

Bob:    How does she cheat people? 

Mother: When the vegetables cost 8 ringgit, this dishonest woman 

     says that it is 10 ringgit.

Father:  That is not good. She should not be dishonest. One day, no 

      one will buy her vegetables.

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Good
Values
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Dialogue 2

My father buys groceries at the supermarket. He gives 

money to the cashier for the groceries. 

Cashier: Here is your change, sir.

Father:  This is too much money. You gave me two 

     ringgit. You should only give me one ringgit. 

              Here is one ringgit back.

             (My father gives back one ringgit to the cashier.)

Cashier: Thank you, sir. That is very honest of you. 

Father:   We should all be honest, and we should not lie or cheat. We 

              should have good values.

Part C. Understand.

1. According to Dialogue 1, why is the vegetable seller dishonest? 

    _____________________________

2. According to Dialogue 2, who is the honest person? 

    _____________________________

3. Do you know any honest person? Who and why? 

    _____________________________
 

Activity: Read the text again. Circle three words that sound the same 

(homophones). 
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Level 1: Fill in the blank with the correct word.

See how your teacher answers this question.
e.g. You have one nose and                                     eyes. 

Now, you try.

1. I give the money                                     the cashier. 

2. Every day, I walk from my house                                     school.  

3. My brother likes to read, and I like to read                                    .

Level 2: Read the sentences. Write  for correct sentences or  for 

wrong sentences. Circle the wrong word.

1. I buy fruits at the market. 

2. “Where is my cap?” asks my brother.

3. I see a book that eye like.  

4. Sheila wears a pair of blue shoes.

 

5. Sam wheres a T-shirt and jeans. 

to too two
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Today, I learned about words that sound the same and words that look 

the same.

Level 4: In your exercise book, write one sentence for each word you 

learned today.

Level 3: Read the text. Circle three wrong words. Write the correct 

word above the wrong word.

The fisherman is an honest man. Eye see him sell fish at the market. He 

sells other seafood too. “Do you want too or three fish?,” he asks my 

father. My father buys two fish from him. He gives the two fish too my 

father. 



Good Values

19

Lesson 4

Today, I will be able to know about:

i) Words that sound the same (Homophones)

ii) Words that look the same (Homographs)

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Good
Values



Good Values

20

Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

Do you know a person who is kind? I know two persons who are 

kind. They are Wen Long and Wen Jun. They help when no one 

helps.

There is a woman with too many bags. 

Wen Long helps to carry her bags. There 

is an old man on the road. She helps the 

elderly man on the road. 

There is a child who is lost. Wen Long and 

Wen Jun help the child find his mother. 

They are my brother and sister! My brother and sister 

are kind. I want to be kind and honest like them too. 

Part C. Understand.

1. My siblings’ names are _______________ and ______________. 

2. What does a kind person like to do?                                     

3. What is a word that means the same as ‘old’?                                     

4. How can you be kind to other people?                                     

Activity: Read the text again. Circle two words that sound the same 

(homophones).

no know

Level 1: Fill in the blank with the correct word.

See how your teacher answers this question. 

e.g. I                                     how to read.
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Level 2: Read the sentences. Write  for correct sentences or  for 

wrong sentences. Circle the wrong word.

1. She ate eight apples.

2. He eight ate apples.

3. I no he ate the apples. 

4. They know I like apples.  

ate eight

Now, you try. 

1. He                                    s how to ride a bicycle.

2. Do you                                     where they went? 

3. There are some books in the bag, but there are                                     

 pencils in the bag.

Today, I learned about words that sound the same and words that 

look the same. 

Level 3: Read the text. Circle two wrong words. Write the correct word 

above the wrong word.

We should be honest and kind. It is good to help others. If we no a friend 

who needs help, we should try to help him.  It is sad if we know a person 

who needs help, but know one helps him.



Good Values

22

Lesson 5

Today, I will be able to know about:

i) Words that sound the same (Homophones)

ii) Words that look the same (Homographs)

Part A. Find a friend. Talk about an animal that works smart.

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Good
Values
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Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

Farmers are hardworking. They work hard. They work 

from morning to evening. Farmers work smart. They 

plan their work. They think about the 

right vegetables to plant. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zaini plans to plant different types 

of vegetables. He thinks of the right types of 

vegetables to plant. They write down their plan. 

She types the plan on her laptop. He plans to plant rice, pepper, 

potatoes, and cabbages. The pepper will be on the right of the 

potatoes. The cabbage will be on the right of the rice. 

If Mr. and Mrs. Zaini grow the vegetables the right way, they will 

grow well. Then, they can sell them at the market. They work hard 

and work smart to be successful.

Part C. Understand.

1. How do Mr. and Mrs. Zaini work hard?                                            

 

2. How do farmers work smart?                                                           

3. How do you work smart?                                                                          

Activity:  Read the text again. Circle two words that have a different spelling 

but sound the same, and two words that look and sound the same but 

have different meanings.

Level 1: Fill in the blank with the correct word.

See how your teacher answers this question.  

e.g. I                                     in my book.

write right type
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Now, you try.

1. “Please                                     your name on your book,” says the 

 teacher. 

2. First, go straight. Then, turn                                     at the traffic light. 

3. There are many                                     of animals in the jungle.

4. My teacher                                     an e-mail on her laptop. 

Level 2: Read the sentences. Write  for correct sentences or  for 

wrong sentences. Circle the wrong word.

  

1. I see the children playing at the park. 

2. A fisherman works at see. 

3. Lisa likes to swim in the sea.

4. Lisa rights her name in her book.  

Today, I learned about words that sound the same and words that 

look the same.

 

Level 3: Read the text. Circle three wrong words. Write the correct 

word above the wrong word.

Jim goes to the library. He rights his name in a book. He walks straight. 

Then he turns right. He seas the Science books. The Science books are at 

the write of the story books.
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Lesson 6

Today, I will be able to use the dictionary to:

i) Locate words

ii) Find the meanings of the words

The words I will learn today are…

Part A. Word game.

Using a dictionary, find one word for each instruction. Write the word in 
the blank space. Tell the word to your class.   

1. A word that has six letters.                                     

2. A word starts with ‘a’ and ends with ‘e’.                                      

3. A word that starts with ‘l’ and the second letter is ‘e’.                                     

4. A word that ends with ‘y’.                                     
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Guide 

words

These are guide words. They show you what words are on this page of 

the dictionary.

aim alarm14

Part B. Using the dictionary.
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To get a clue, look at the first and second letter of the word. For example, 

Word:   budget 

The first letter is    b   . The second letter is    u   .

Which page is the word ‘budget’ on?

B.

The answer is B. The word ‘budget’ is on page 75.

A.

C.
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Now, you try. 

Which page would these words be on?
 

1.    cost

A.

A.

B.

B.

The answer is                                    . The word ‘cost’ is on page                                    .

2.    discount

The answer is                                    . The word ‘discount’ is on page                                    .
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A.

B.

3.    save

The answer is                                    . The word ‘save’ is on page                                    .

Part C. Level 1: Arranging words in alphabetical order. 

Watch how your teacher arranges words from A to Z. For example,

1. cost

2. discount

3. save

4. spend

Arrange these words in alphabetical order, from A to Z.

1.                                     

2.                                     

3.                                     

4.                                     

discount

cost discount budget

cost save spend

save
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save spend sell safe

Level 2: Arrange these words in alphabetical order.

1.                                     

2.                                     

3.                                     

4.                                     

Level 3: Find these words in the dictionary. Write down the part of 

speech and one meaning of the word. For example, 

safeWord:
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Word

1. safe

2. budget  

3. need  

4. want  

5. cost  

6. discount  

7. earn  

8. save  

9. spend  

10. wise  

11. thrifty  

Part of speech

adjective

Meaning 

not hurt

Today, I learned how to use a dictionary to locate words and find the 
meanings of the words.
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Lesson 7

Today, I will be able to use the dictionary to:

i)  Locate words

ii) Find the meanings of the words

Part A. Look at the pictures. Look at the prices of the items. You have a 

budget of RM80. Think of words about spending wisely.

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Spending
Wisely



Spending Wisely

33

Part B. Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read together!

Mr. Selvam earns RM3000 from his work every month. He must save 

money. He should plan to spend money wisely. He must set a budget 

to spend wisely. He must plan his spending for his needs and wants.

First, he must save some of his money 

every month. Then, he may budget some 

money for things he needs. He must budget 

his money to buy food for his family. If 

someone in his family is sick, he needs to 

buy medicine. He must budget some money 

to pay his water and electricity bills. 

If he has extra money, he could save the money or spend some 

money on his wants. For example, he may want a new pair of shoes 

or a new phone. If he does not make a budget, there may not be 

enough money to buy food, medicine or pay his bills.

Part C. Understand. 

1. What must Mr. Selvam budget for? Write two examples.

 

 ________________ and _______________ 

2. What can he do with the extra money? _________________________

3. From the text, write a phrase that has the same meaning as ‘budget’? 

 

                                                                                                                                              

Activity: When you go to the supermarket or grocery store, what are the 

things you need? What are the things you want? Make a list of five needs 
and three wants.
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Level 1: Parts of speech.

The same word can be used differently. It can be used as a noun or a verb. 

A noun is a person, thing, or place. A verb is an action. For example, read 

these sentences again. 

 1. He must plan his spending for his needs and wants.

 2. If someone in his family is sick, he needs to buy medicine.

 3. For example, he wants a new pair of shoes or a new phone.

In Sentence 1, ‘needs’ and ‘wants’ are nouns. 

In Sentence 2, ‘needs’ is a verb. In Sentence 3, ‘wants’ is a verb.

Circle noun or verb for the meaning of the words ‘need’ or ‘want’ in 

these sentences.

For example, I need a new bag next year. (noun / verb)

1. Food is a need. (noun / verb)

2. He needs to go to the toilet. (noun / verb) 

3. A new computer is a want. (noun / verb)

4. The students want to play football today. (noun / verb)
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Level 2: Find these words in the dictionary and write the meaning of 

the words. For example, 

Need (verb)

Need v (verb): to have to have something

Now, you try. 

1. need n (noun):                                                                                                                                          

2. want v (verb):                                                                                                                                          

3. want n (noun):                                                                                                                                         

4. cost n (noun):                                                                                                                                          

5. cost v (verb):                                                                                                                                          

Level 3: Using the dictionary, find and write down the meaning and one 
sentence that uses these words. For example,

budget v (verb)

Meaning:  to plan how you will spend money in the future

Sentence: It would be helpful if you learnt to budget
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Now, you try.

1. cost v (verb)

 Meaning:                                                                                                                                              

 Sentence:                                                                                                                                             

2. discount n (noun)

 Meaning:                                                                                                                                              

 Sentence:                                                                                                                                             

3. earn v (verb)

 Meaning:                                                                                                                                              

 Sentence:                                                                                                                                             

4.  finance n (noun)

 Meaning:                                                                                                                                              

 Sentence:                                                                                                                                             

5.  expense n (noun)

 Meaning:                                                                                                                                              

 Sentence:                                                                                                                                             

Today, I learned how to use a dictionary to locate words and find the 
meanings of the words.
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Lesson 8

Today, I will be able to use the dictionary to:

i)  Locate words

ii) Find the meanings of the words

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Be
Safe
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Part B. Listen to your teacher read the story. Then, point and read 
together.

Stranger Danger

Zee and his friends are at school. There is a 

stranger there. She asks Zee’s friends where they 

live.

Zee is scared. He thinks she may want to do 

something bad. She may harm Zee and his friends.

Zee remembers what his teacher always says. Zee’s teacher says, “You 

should always be careful. Do not be careless. Don’t give 

information to strangers. Don’t tell them where you live. 

Tell your parents if you feel something is wrong. Tell your 

teachers if you feel someone is acting suspicious.”

Zee and his friends run to tell their teacher. When the 

teacher comes, the stranger is gone. The following week, 

Zee sees a security guard at the school gate.

Because Zee is aware, he and his friends are safe.

SCHOOL

math

math

SCHOOL BUS

Part C. Understand.

1.  Who is Zee with at school? _______________

2. What does Zee’s teacher say?  Write one example.  ______________

3. Why do you think there is a security guard at school? 

 __________________________________________________________
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Match the words to the correct meaning. There is an extra answer that 

you do not need.

strangers   taking care so that we are safe

be careful people we do not know

be aware pay attention

harm  hurt

people that look strange

Level 1: Arrange these words in alphabetical order.

careful  1.                                     

careless 2.                                     

aware  3.                                     

safe  4.                                     

security 5.                                     

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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Find each of these words in the dictionary and write if it is a noun (n), 

verb (v) or adjective (adj). 

For example:

   Word  Part of speech

e.g. careful         is an     adjective

Now, you try. 

   Word       Part of speech

1.  careless                                                                         

2.  aware                                                                       

3.  safe                                                                            

4.  security                                                                     
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Level 2: Find these words in the dictionary and write the first meaning 
of the word. 

1. careful adj (adjective)                                                                                                                                     

2. careless adj (adjective)                                                                                                                                     

3. aware adj (adjective)                                                                                                                                     

4. safe adj (adjective)                                                                                                                                      

Level 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct words.

1. A                                     person leaves the house door open at night. 

2. A                                     person locks the house door every night. 

3. A person who is                                     pays attention to the people and 

 things around them.

4. If we are careful and aware, it helps us to be                                    .

Level 4: Write one sentence of your own for each of these words.

careful careless aware safe

Today, I learned how to use a dictionary to locate words and find the 
meanings of words.
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Lesson 9

Today, I will be able to use the dictionary to:

i) Locate words

ii) Find the meanings of the words

Part A. Read the newspaper headline. What do you think it is about?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Be
Safe
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Part B. Listen to your teacher read the points from the posters. Then, 

point and read together!
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Part C. Understand. 

1. The poster is about safety on the                                                                                                                     

2. What should we use instead of real names on the internet?

                                                                                                                                     

Level 1: Find these words in the dictionary. Write if they are a noun (n), 

verb (v), or adjective (adj). 

a) stranger                                    

b) information                                    

c) trust                                    

d) network                                    

Level 2: Find the meaning of the words in the dictionary.

                 Meaning

stranger 

information 

trust 

network
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information network trust stranger

Today, I learned how to use a dictionary to locate words and find their 
meanings.

Level 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct word. 

1. We need to be aware if there is a                                     around us.

2. We should not give our personal                                     to strangers.

3. If we are scared or worried, we can tell people we                               , 

 like our mother or grandmother.

4. A safety                                     is a group of people who we trust and 

 can talk to.

Level 4: Create a poster for your class to tell your classmates about 

what you have learnt about what to do and what not to do on the 

internet.
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Lesson 10

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Unity
and 

Diversity
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                 Meaning

culture 

unity 

celebrate 

celebration

Level 2: Find the meaning of these words in the dictionary. 

Part B. Listen to your teacher read the text in your textbook on page 97. 

Then, point and read together.

Part C. Understand.

1. Name one celebration you have just read:                                                                                                                                   

2. Name a celebration that is celebrated in April:                                                                                                                                    

3. What is your favourite celebration? Why? ________________________

Level 1: Find these words in the dictionary and write if they are a noun 

(n), verb (v), or adjective (adj).

a) celebrate                                    

b) unity                                    

c) culture                                    

d) celebration                                     

e) cultural                                    
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Level 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct word or phrase from the text 

you read in page 97 of your textbook.

Cultural
 celebrations 
in Malaysia

Deepavali

Gawai

Vaisakhi Dance

Costumes

Costumes

Food

gidda

sirat

thosai

Level 4: Write one sentence for each of these four words.

celebrationcelebrateculture unity

Today, I learned how to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 11

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Unity
and 

Diversity
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Part B. Read these phrases.

Malaysia is a multiracial country traditional costumes

many celebrations

Level 1: Find the meaning of these words in the dictionary. 

1. multiracial:                                                                                                                                       

2. traditional:                                                                                                                                       

3. costumes:                                                                                                                                          

Level 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct phrases.

Malays Chinese Indians Ibans Kadazans

People living in this beautiful country are

Punjabis

wonderful food
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baju kurung

Hari Raya 
Aidilfitri

cheongsam

Chinese New 
Year

saree

Gawai 
Festival

sirat

Kaamatan 
Festival

ngepan
Iban

lemang
ketupat
rendang

Mandarin 
oranges

thosai
idli

curry

umai
hinava
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Level 3: Listen to your teacher read. Then, point and read these 

sentences together. After that, answer the questions.

Malaysia is a multiracial country. People living in this beautiful country 

are the Malays, Chinese and Indians. There are also the Ibans, Kadazans, 

Punjabis and many more.

1. What does this paragraph say about Malaysia?

                                                                                                                                                      

2. Who are the people living in this multiracial country?

                                                                                                                                                     

The people of Malaysia have their own traditional costumes. There 

are the baju kurung and baju Melayu of the Malays, cheongsam of the 

Chinese, and saree and jippa of the Indians. Sirat and ngepan Iban are 

traditional costumes of the Ibans. 

3. What is the main topic of this paragraph?

                                                                                                                                                      

4. What are the traditional costumes for the Ibans?
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There are many celebrations in Malaysia. 

Gawai Festival and Kamaatan Festival are celebrated in Sabah and 

Sarawak. Besides that, Hari Raya Aidilfitri and Chinese New Year are 
celebrated everywhere in Malaysia.

5. The main topic in this paragraph is the many celebrations in Malaysia.   

 Give three examples of celebrations in Malaysia.

 Three examples of celebrations in Malaysia are                               , 

                              , and                               .

Malaysia is a wonderful country. 

The people are friendly and united. We live peacefully and 

harmoniously with one another.

6. What is one word in the sentence with the same meaning as 
 peacefully?
    
                                                                                                                                           

7. What do you think to live harmoniously means?

                                                                                                                                          

Level 4: Using the same phrases and words, write about traditional 

costumes, celebrations and wonderful food in the place where you live.

Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 12

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. What words do you think of when you think about technology?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Yesterday
and 

Today

Part B. 

Level 1. Skim and scan.

Sometimes we want to get information fast. When we want to get 

information fast, we do not have to read all the words. We can just skim to 

find out what the text is about and scan to find important phrases.
 

Now, read the text quickly. Circle these 5 phrases in 1 minute.

i)  The first car phone (example)
ii)  The first phone with a touch screen
iii)  Motorola MicroTac

iv) weighed almost 1 kg

v)  more than 110 million phones

vi) it cost RM2000
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Level 2: Read these sentences. Guess the meaning of the words in the 

box. 

For example,  

Sentence 1

In the past, we could not carry telephones around, but now we have 

mobile phones, which we can carry around with us.

Meaning of mobile (adjectives): 

1. My guess: something we can carry around

2. Dictionary meaning: capable of moving or being moved readily

Mobira Senator 
NMT-450 was 
the first car 

phone. 
It weighed 

about 9 
kilograms.

The first 
cellphone to be 
sold to people.
It cost RM1500 
and weighed 
almost 1 kg.

One of the 
first handheld 

phones in 
the world. It 

weighed about 
0.8 kg.

An early 
example of a 
flip phone.

The first hand- 
held mobile 

phone. Nokia’s 
best-selling 
phone ever.

The first phone 
with a touch 
screen. The 
phone cost 
RM3500.

The first 
device to 

be called a 
smart-phone.

A mobile phone 
with a keyboard 

that is typed 
with thumbs. 

A headset had 
to be used with 

the phone.

More than 
110 million 

phones were 
sold. People 

bought it 
because it 

was fashiona-
ble.

Hundreds of 
people lined up 
to buy the first 
iPhone. It cost 

RM2000.

1984 Motorola
DynaTac 8000x

1987 Mobira
Cityman

1989 Motorola
MicroTac

1993 BellSouth/
IBM Simon
Personal

Communicator

1992 Nokia 
1011

2004
Motorola 

Razr

2007 Apple
iPhone

1982 Mobira
Senator

2000 Ericsson 
R380 

2002 
Blackberry

5810
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Level 3: Read the table again for answers.

e.g. What is the name of the first car phone?      Mobira Senator     

1. What is the name of the first phone with a touch screen?                               

2. In what year did the Motorola MicroTac come out?                               

3. In what year did Motorola sell more than 110 million phones?                              

4. How much did the first iPhone cost?                               

5. How much did the phone that weighed almost 1 kg cost?                               

Meaning of invent (verb): 

1. My guess:                                                                                                                                           

2. Dictionary meaning:                                                                                                                                        

Sentence 3

Smartphones and self-driving cars are examples of inventions, or new 

things that are made for the first time. 
 

Meaning of invention (noun): 

1. My guess:                                                                                                                                          

2. Dictionary meaning:                                                                                                                                        

Sentence 2

In the past, we could not carry telephones around, until Martin Cooper 

invented the mobile phone. He made something new. 
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Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Level 4: Go back to page 21 in your English textbook, pick a different 

invention, draw and share what you think it will look like in the future.



Yesterday and Today

58

Lesson 13

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see? 

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Yesterday
and 

Today



Yesterday and Today

59

Part B. Read these words aloud.

conduct invent patiencedevice research improve

Now, read the text quickly. Circle the six words above.

Pua Khein Seng is a young Malaysian who invented the flash drive. A 
flash drive is a memory device to store information from a computer.

Khein Seng is from Sekinchan, Selangor. When he was in university, 

he began to conduct research into flash memory technology. After he 
finished his studies, he set up a company with his friends.

Khein Seng’s success has brought him a lot of awards. His advice to 

people is to have patience with the things they are doing. He also 

added that we should not give up but try to improve ourselves.

Part C.

Level 1: Read these sentences. What do you think the words in bold 

mean? Then, find their meaning in a dictionary. 

i) There are many devices, or tools to do specific tasks, that we use every 
 day. A smartphone is a device we can use to make calls and send text 

 messages.

ii) There are many devices that improve our lives. Smartphones make our 

 lives better because we can talk to people even when they are far away. 

iii) Smartphone makers do a lot of research. They gather a lot of 

  information about how to make phones that are better and faster. 

iv)The key to success is to work hard and have a lot of patience, which is 

  to not become angry and frustrated too quickly even when we fail.
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Word             My guess   Dictionary meaning

eg. device    Tools to do specific tasks 

1. improve

2. research

3. patience

Level 2: Fill in each blank with the correct word from the list above. 

1. A calculator is a                                that helps us to do Maths quickly.

2. Inventors like Pua Khein Seng are successful because they work hard

 

 and have lots of                          .
 

3. Technology like smartphones and laptops help to                                

 our lives.

 

4. Scientists do a lot of                                to create devices that improve 

 our lives. 

Level 3: Read the text on page 8 again for answers.

1. Pua Khein Seng invented the                               . 

2. A                                is a memory device for                               .

3. When he was in university, he began to                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                      

4. What did he do after he finished his studies?
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5. When did he set up a company with his friends? 

                                                                                                                                                     

6. What is Pua Khein Seng’s advice to people?

                                                                                                                                                      

7. What would you invent? Why?

 

                                                                                                                                                     

Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 14

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Yesterday
and 

Today



Yesterday and Today

63

Part B. Level 1: Match the phrases to the pictures.

Then, gather the gourd.

First, gather the bamboo.

Finally, the sompoton is ready to be played as a musical 

Next, gather the beeswax from inside a tree or bamboo.

Attach the bamboo and gourd together using the beeswax.

Pictures taken from http://www.sabah.edu.my/hw003.wcdd/sompoton.htm
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make holes in the gourd.

gourd

attach the bamboo pipes to the gourd.

gather the gourd and the bamboo

bamboo

Level 2: Read these words and phrases aloud.

Sompoton - A unique musical instrument

What is used to make Sompoton?

•                                                                         

•                                                                         

•                                                                         

beeswax

How to make Sompoton?

Step 1:                                                                   

Step 2:                                                                  

Step 3:                                                                  
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Level 3: Listen to your teacher read. Fill in the blanks with the correct 

words. Then, point and read together!

The Murut people of Sabah invented the sompoton. It is a musical 

instrument that is played with the mouth. There are a few things used to 

make the sompoton. 

The three things used to make the sompoton are beeswax,                               

and                               .  How do we make a sompoton? First, 

we need to                                                                                           

                                                            . We should 

gather the gourd, small bamboo and beeswax from the 

jungle. Then, we may                                                                 .

Thirdly, we may then                                                                             .

We use the beeswax to attach the bamboo pipes to the gourd. Sabahans 

invented the sompoton from what they found in the nature around them. 

Now the sompoton is used to make beautiful music around the world.

Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 15

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

Part B. Read these words.

digitalprogramme security

Now, read these text messages between Sara and Kumang. What is the 

conversation about?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Yesterday
and 

Today
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Kumang

Sara

Kumang

No! Haven’t you 

been to Penang? 

......

Hey guys, look 

what I found!

?

Oh he’s from 

Georgetown, is 

that a country?

https://thestar.com.my/news

Kumang, the boy 

is so cool! He 

is doing great 

Sara

And he is only 
13!

Was. But he made the ‘Phone 

Security App’ when he was 12!

Kumang

Err, what 

does

mean? 

security 

 

Security

the state of being 

free from danger 

or threat.

Sara

???
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Yup, that’s right! Kumang, 

where did Wern Jie learn how to 

make those mobile apps? Do you 

think he went to a special 

programme?

Security 
means to keep 
something safe.

Kumang

 So this app will make an alarm

sound when the phone is taken 

from the owners bag  

This is to avoid the phone 
from being stolen, and that is 

why its a Phone Security

Alarm? 

He learned through 

watching YouTube 

videos. It was in the last 

part of the article...

Kumang

Sara

This means we can 

learn new things 

online too!

Kumang

Sara

Yes, we should learn 

together. I wonder if our 

school has this programme.

https://theedgemarkets.com/
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Part C. Understand.

Level 1: Read the text quickly. What is the conversation about? Tell 

your friend.

Level 2: Read the text again for answers.

1.  Who invented the “Phone Security Alarm” app? _________________

2. Where is the inventor from? ________________________________

3. How old is the inventor? ____________________

Level 3: Read these sentences again. Match the word to its meaning. 

There is an extra answer that you do not need.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

create   a set of plans and activities

programme  to keep safe

security  make

digital   a person who guards buildings
   
    electronic information•
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Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Level 4: What about you?

1. What app would you create?

  __________________________________________________________

2. Why? 

 __________________________________________________________
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Lesson 16

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. What are the things that your teacher showed you?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Yesterday
and 

Today
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Part B. Read these words.

Part C. 

Level 1: Read the article quickly. What is the article about? Tell your 

friend.

digital solvecreate problem inventor

Monday Daily Reads, 23 October 2017

Textbooks no more! Teen designs digital 
textbook.
by Mansur

Sarawak: A young and innovative 

12-year-old, Amalina Razali 

from Miri, has invented a digital 

texbook. Amalina created the 

digital textbook because she 

thought normal textbooks are 

boring and made her sleepy.

 

 The mobile app created by 

Amalina allows students to 

read their textbook using a 

smartphone or tablet. This app 

helps to solve two problems. 

Firstly, with a digital textbook, 

students do not have to carry too 

many books in their school bag. 

Secondly, the app help teachers 

so they do not have to mark too 

many books.

 At first, Amalina had the idea 
but she did not know how to 

create the app. Then she learned 

how to do coding until she 

successfully created the app. As a 

young inventor, Amalina created 

an app that solves problems and 

helps her community. 

Source: Adapted from ‘Teen designs app to replace textbooks’, https://www.thestar.com.my/news/

nation/2017/10/23/teen-designs-app-to-replace-textbooks/
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Level 3: Fill in the blanks with the words from the box.

1. A _______________ is a situation that causes difficulty to people.

2. We can make or _______________ something to help solve problems.

3. _______________ information is electronic information that is kept in 

 computers or smartphones.

4. A person who creates new things is called an _______________.

5. An inventor creates programmes to _______________ a problem.

digital solvecreate problem inventor

TWO PROBLEMS THAT ARE SOLVED BY THE APP:

NAME: APP CREATED:

WHY SHE CREATED THE APP:

Profile of a Young Innovator

Level 2: Read the article again. Complete this profile of Amalina Razali. 

PROBLEM 1 - STUDENTS _______________________ 

__________________________________

AGE:

PROBLEM 2 - TEACHERS  _______________________

___________________________________
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Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Level 4: Choose the word in the box that means the same as the 

underlined word.

1. Amalina created an ________ textbook that can be read using a

  

 smartphone. ____________

2. Amalina _____ the digital textbook because she thought normal 

 textbooks are too boring. _______________

3. Amalina created an app that ____ problems. ______________

4. The app helps people who are having ______ with normal 

 textbooks.  ______________

digital solvecreate problem inventor

electronic

made

fixes

trouble
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Lesson 17

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A. Watch the video. Tell your friend.

The words I will learn today are…

Part B. Read these words. 

adventure gathertravel plan

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Going 
Places
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Part C. 

Level 1: Read through the travel plan quickly. What is it about? Tell 
your friend.

Sabah Travel Plan

1
11/3/19
Monday

2
12/3/19
Tuesday

3
13/3/19

Wednesday

4
14/3/19

Thursday

09 : 00 a.m. Gather at Kuala Lumpur International Airport

10 : 30 a.m. Flight from Kuala Lumpur to Kota Kinabalu

11 : 00 a.m. Arrival at Kota Kinabalu International Airport

12 : 00 p.m. Check into Hotel 

02 : 00 p.m. Lunch at Filipino Market

05 : 00 p.m. Free and easy

06 : 00 p.m. Walk around the market and Jesselton Pier for

   dinner at seafood restaurant

07 : 00 a.m. Breakfast

08 : 00 a.m. Leave for Kundasang

10 : 00 a.m. Arrive at Kundasang

   Calf feeding at Desa Dairy Farm

11 : 30 a.m. Visit Kundasang War Memorial

12 : 30 p.m. Lunch at Sri Haasanah Restaurant in Ranau

02 : 00 p.m. Drink tea at Sabah Tea Garden

03 : 30 p.m. Take a dip at Sungai Moroli Fish Spa

04 : 30 p.m. Go to Poring Hot Springs

08 : 00 a.m. Leave for Kota Kinabalu

10 : 00 a.m. Arrive at Jesselton Pier

10 : 30 a.m. Island hoping at Pulau Sapi and Pulau Manukan

   Go snorkelling and swimming

   Have an adventure with flying fox and parasailing 

   Calf feeding at Desa Dairy Farm

02 : 00 p.m. Return by boat to Jesselton Pier

04 : 00 p.m. Dinner at Man Chung Seafood Restaurant

06 : 00 p.m. Drink tea at Sabah Tea Garden

07 : 00 a.m. Gather at Kota Kinabalu International Airport

   Flight from Kota Kinabalu International Airport 

   to Kuala Lumpur International Airport

Day

Day

Day

Day
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Level 2: Read the text again. Complete the sentences.

1.  Sara’s family is arriving on _____________ morning at Kota Kinabalu 

 airport.

2. They are going to ________________ to feed the calf on Tuesday 

 morning.

3.  On Wednesday _____________ they are having dinner at Man Chung 

 Seafood Restaurant.

adventure.

travel

gather

Level 3: Read these sentences below. Then, choose the answer that 

means the same as the underlined word. 

1. Sara’s family wants to go on an __________

 A. a plan for a trip

 B. to come together

 C. make a trip

 D. an exciting activity

2. They are planning to ______ to Sabah.

 A. a plan for a trip

 B. to come together

 C. make a trip

 D. an exciting activity

3. They ______ at the Kuala Lumpur International Airport. 

 A. a plan for a trip

 B. to come together

 C. make a trip

 D. an exciting activity
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Level 4: Complete Sara’s email to Kumang by writing the most suitable 

word in the blanks.

 

Dear Kumang,

Our family is planning a trip to Sabah! I am so excited. It is going 

to be an (1)_______________ with many exciting activities. We 

have a (2)_______________ for our trip. On the first day, we will 

(3)_______________ at Kuala Lumpur International Airport at 9.00 

a.m. We will arrive at the Kota Kinabalu International Airport at 

(4)_______________. Then, we will have lunch at (5) _______________.

On the second day, we will leave for (6) _______________. Our activities 

for the second day are (7) _______________ at Desa Dairy Farm, 

visiting (8) _______________, (9) _______________ at Sabah Tea 

Garden and swimming at Sungai Moroli Fish Spa. On Day 3, we will go 

(10)_______________ at Pulau Sapi and Pulau Manukan. We will have an 

adventure on the (11) _______________ and (12) _______________ on the 

islands.

I can’t wait to tell you all about the trip!

Love,

Sara

Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 18

Today, I will be able to read and understand phrases and sentences.

Part A.  How many countries do you know?

The words I will learn today are…

Part B. Read these words.

located adventurouscountry route direction

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Going 
Places
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Part C. Level 1: Read the travel brochure quickly. What is it about? Tell 

your friend.

Kuranda Koala 
Gardens, Cairns

WELCOME TO 
AUSTRALIA

Sydney

The Great 
Barrier Reef

Australia is famous for its 
wildlife, especially koalas, 
which cannot be found 
in other countries in the 
world. At the Kuranda 

Koala Gardens, you can 
carry a koala and other 
Australian animals like 

kangaroos, wombats and 
crocodile.

Australia is a country 
located in the continent 
of Oceania and Australia, 
if you are an adventurous 
person, there are many 

interesting places to 
explore and exciting 
activities to do here!

One of Australia’s largest 
cities. The most famous 

landmark in Sydney is the 
Sydney Opera House. Here, 

you can watch concerts, 
dances and theatre.

The largest coral reef 
system, which can be 

seen from space! You can 
travel here by a cruise ship. 

Activities here include 
diving and snorkelling. 

You can see many types 
of whales, dolphins, 

turtles and even dugongs 
swimming here.

Plan your route:

What are the routes you can 

take around Australia? Your 

travel route depends on your 

starting point and in the 

direction you are going.

If you are leaving from Kota 

Kinabalu, one route you can 

take is:

Kota Kinabalu - Sydney - 

Cairns -  Port Douglas, Cairns 

- Great Barrier Reef
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•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Oceania                                                 the world’s largest coral reef system

Sydney                                                   a country

Great Barrier Reef                                 one of Australia’s largest cities

Kuranda Koala Gardens                        an animal park

Australia

Level 2: Read the brochure again. Match these pieces of information. 

There’s an extra answer that you do not need.

Level 3: Read these sentences below. Then, choose the answer that 

means the same as the underlined word.

1. Australia is a _______ located in the continent of Oceania and Australia.

 A. nation

 B. someone who likes to try new things

 C. situated

 D. the way to go from one place to another

2. Australia is _______ in Oceania and Australia.

 A. nation

 B. someone who likes to try new things

 C. situated

 D. the way to go from one place to another

3. If you are an __________________, there are many interesting places 

 to explore and exciting activities to do here!

 A. nation

 B. someone who likes to try new things

 C. situated

 D. the way to go from one place to another

4. Your travel ______ depends on your starting point and the direction 

 you are going.

 A. nation

 B. someone who likes to try new things

 C. situated

 D. the way to go from one place to another

•

country

route

adventurous person

located
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Level 4: With information from the brochure, create your own travel 

brochure or website of Australia or a different place in the space 

provided.

Today, I am able to read and understand phrases and sentences.
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Lesson 19

Today, I will be able to read and understand texts by:

(a) Sequencing 

(b) Predicting with guidance

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

What would happen if there were no plants in the jungle?
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Part B. Read these words.

The words I will learn today are...

survive protectprey grow harmony

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Harmony
in the 
Jungle

Harmony among Animals and Plants in the Jungle

Part C.

The sun is 
the main 
source of 
energy for 
all living 
beings on 

Plants use 
sun and 
water to 
make their 
own food 
for energy.

Some animals 
eat other 
animals to get 
energy. Some 
animals eat 
other animals 

Some animals 
eat plants to 
get energy.

After an 
animal dies, 
microorganisms 
like bacteria eat 
the energy stored 
in that animal. 
The energy 
goes into the 
ground. Energy 
that is stored 
in the body of 
an animal can 
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Level 1: Read the cycle of harmony in the jungle. What is it about? 

Tell your friend.

Level 2: Read the cycle of harmony again. Answer the following 

questions.

1. What do plants need to make energy? 

 __________________________________________________________

2. What can animals eat to get energy? 

 

 _________________________________________________________

3. What energy can become fossil fuel? 

 

 _________________________________________________________
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Level 3: Using the information from the cycle, write 1-6 to arrange 

these paragraphs from first to last. 

There is harmony among the animals and plants in the jungle. 

They get energy from each other so that they may survive. 

Animals need other animals to live. Sometimes animals help each 

other. For example, ants protect caterpillars when they move 

from one place to another. Some animals eat other animals to get 

energy. Animals that get energy from eating other animals are 

called carnivores. For example, the bear preys on deer. Frogs in 

the lake eat insects to survive. Some animals eat both plants and 

other animals to survive. These are called omnivores.

Plants need the sun so that they can survive. With sunlight and 

water, plants make their own food for energy. Then, they grow tall 

and strong.

Animals and plants help each other to survive in the jungle. Trees 

make the jungle a good home for the animals, while animals help 

to spread seeds so that more trees can grow. Trees give animals 

oxygen and food. Some animals eat plants to get energy. For 

example, the deer eats leaves and grass. Animals that only eat 

plants are called herbivores. 

Finally, when animals die, microorganisms like bacteria break down 

the energy that is stored in the animal’s body. The energy goes into 

the ground. In hundreds of years, this energy turns into fossil

fuel,  which humans use as a source of energy for our daily activities.

The sun is Earth’s main source of energy. Sunlight lets plants 

make their own food and have energy. Without the sun, there 

would be no energy. Without the sun, plants cannot live.
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1. Meaning of harmony - _______________________________________

   There is ________ among the animals and plants in the jungle. 

A. The animals and plants in the jungle need each other to live and help 

 each other.

B. The animals and plants in the jungle fight all the time.
C. The animals and plants in the jungle play music together.

2. Meaning of survive - _________________________________________

    Plants need the sun so that they can ______.

A. Plants need the sun so that they can grow.

B. Plants need the sun so that they can live.

C. Plants need the sun so that they can eat.

3. Meaning of prey - ___________________________________________

    The bear ______ on deer.

A. The bear hunts deer.

B. The bear plays with deer.

C. The bear runs from deer.

4. Meaning of protect - _________________________________________

    Ants ______ caterpillars when they move from one place to another.

A. Ants surround caterpillars when they move from one place to another.

B. Ants follow caterpillars when they move from one place to another.

C. Ants keep caterpillars safe when they move from one place to another

Level 4: Find the meaning of the words in the dictionary. Then, choose 

the sentence with the closest meaning.

survive protectprey grow harmony

harmony

survive

preys

protect
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4. Meaning of grow - ___________________________________________

 Trees _____ tall and strong when they have plenty of sunlight and 

 water.

A. Trees shrink to be tall and strong when they have plenty of sunlight 

 and water.

B. Trees increase in size to become tall and strong when they have plenty 

 of sunlight and water.

C. Trees change to be tall and strong when they have plenty of sunlight 

 and water.

Level 5: Create a food chain in groups of 4. Then, present it to the 

class.

Today, I am able to read and understand texts by sequencing and 
predicting.

grow
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Lesson 20

Today, I will be able to read and understand texts by:

(a) Sequencing 

(b) Predicting with guidance

Part A. Look at the picture. What do you see?

The words I will learn today are…

Things

Places

People

Action 
verbs

Harmony
in the 
Jungle
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Part B. 

Level 1: Read and understand this comic quickly. What is it about? Tell 

your friend.

Information adapted from: http://www.gecnet.info/index.cfm?&menuid=83 
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Level 2: Read the comic again. Answer the questions.

1. How much waste or rubbish is produced each day? 

 __________________________________________________________

2. Where can you find rubbish? Give two examples.

 __________________________________________________________

3. What can we do to save the Earth? 

 __________________________________________________________
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At the night markets, a lot of plastic bags and food are left on the road.

When we recycle, we are saving the Earth. 

In schools, a lot of students do not throw the rubbish into the rubbish 
bins.

Animals get caught in plastic bags which makes it hard for them to live.

Malaysians produces over 23,000 tonnes or 23,000,000 kg of rubbish 
every day. 

Some people throw rubbish out of the car or bus windows.

Level 3: Based on the comic strip, arrange these sentences according 

to sequence.
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Now, read the sentences aloud in the correct order.

Level 4: Match the activity to what you think will happen (prediction).

People use a lot of 
plastic bags at the 

night market.

People do not throw 
their rubbish in 
rubbish bins. 

These animals get 
sick or die.

A lot of plastic ends 
up as rubbish.

A lot of rubbish is 
found on roads and 

       other places. 
 

Animals get trapped 
in plastic or eat 

plastic by accident.

Activity Prediction

Today, I am able to read and understand texts by sequencing and 
predicting.

Level 5: Build something that can be used from recyclable materials. 

Tell the class what it can do. 
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